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33 Pilgrim Dr. – 4BR/2.5BTH 2000 s/f 

Private Hilltop Setting Minutes to 
Golf/Tennis/Beach.

Autumn Has Arrived Autumn Has Arrived 
And We Have Exciting ThingsAnd We Have Exciting Things

 Happening For You  Happening For You 
And Your FamilyAnd Your Family
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Harborview Church
315 E. Main Street, Port Jefferson
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111 Campbell St. – 4BR/3FBTH 3000 s/f 
Diamond Contemporary in the Village. 

Waterviews of PJ Harbor.

BY KYLE BARR
KYLE@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

As the MTA prepares its budget for the next 
few years, potentially reducing a massive amount 
of ser ice due to the pande ic, local officials are 
saying some of that money earmarked for the Port 
Jefferson Branch line can get put to better use.

Though the Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority has a $12 billion cash shortfall in its 2021 
budget, its 2020-24 capital plan still includes 
plans to purchase new dual-mode (electric/die-
sel) trains for $150 million to replace older loco-
motives on several Long Island Rail Road lines, 
including Port Jeff.

A representative of the 
MTA could not give any 
fresh updates on these 
new trains or other ini-
tiatives as all of them are 
on hold due to economic 
uncertainty, but whether 
or not the $16.7 billion 
annual-expenditure en-
tity gets the aid it needs 
in ti e, officials are still 
against any new diesel 
trains ithout electrifica-
tion first

For years, area of-
ficials fro  all le els 
of government have 
been promoting electrifying the Port Jeff rail 
line, transforming it into a system like that of 
Ronkonkoma for faster, greener public trans-
port. That initiative has been ongoing for years.

In March this year, the environmental advo-
cacy group Sierra Club Long Island held a kick-
off event for its green transportation initiative, 
holding one of its events at the Stony Brook 
train station  illage, to n and count  officials 
have stood behind them at this and past events.

Sierra Club Green Issues chair, Mayer Horn, 

is also a Dix Hills-based 
transportation consultant 
and has worked with Port 
Jefferson Village before. 
He said purchasing new 
diesel trains was “a very 
foolish thing to do.”

Back in December of 
2018, Horn published a 
report on behalf of Port 
Jefferson about the North 
Shore rail line which de-
scribed a general lack of 
full-time direct service 
between Port Jeff and 
Penn Station, and how 
current dual-mode could 

be used to provide such service now.
Village trustee Bruce Miller, who has also long 

advocated for electrifying the Port Jeff line, said re-
placing the diesel engines was “anathema” to what 
has long been proposed. It would effectively make 
it that much harder to argue for modern technology 
if the old line suddenly had new trains.

Miller has often used the refrain that people 
all across the North Shore, even as far east as 
Calverton and as west as Greenlawn, take the 
longer drive to places like Ronkonkoma rather 

than catch the closer train, only because it is 
oth less relia le and efficient

“Basically, you’re not entirely eliminating 
vehicles or cars when you have these two diesel 
lines on the North Shore and South Shore,” Mill-
er said. “People aren’t factoring in pollution.”

On Sept. 17, the MTA put out a press release 
saying all its contracts are in jeopardy if it does 
not receive the $12 billion stimulus from the 
federal government. Some of these multibil-
lion-dollar contracts are for companies that cre-
ate and sell train and rail parts.

The September 2019 presentation of the 
LIRR’s capital improvement plan had included 
160 new electric cars, nearly 20 coach cars and 
over 10 new locomotives. 

Plans have changed due to the pandemic, as 
the MTA looks to close a $5.8 billion budget gap 
for 2021. Rail lines like Port Jefferson to Hun-
tington will still run hourly at peak periods, but 
others with lower ridership will not likely be so 
lucky. Fares are also expected to increase be-
yond the anticipated 4% for 2021 through 2024, 
and riders who are taking trips to the city will 
feel it in their wallets the most.

Yet the new diesel engines remain on the 
doc et, a ing local ad ocates and officials se-

Transportation
Officials Say New Diesel Engines on PJ Line Will Set Back Electrification
MTA: All Projects 
on Standby, All 
Contracts in 
Jeopardy Without 
Federal Aid

PJ ELECTRIFICATION Continued on A8

The MTA has planned for additional diesel trains 
on the LIRR, including the the Port Jeff line, but 
because of COVID, nothing is certain. File photo 
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mortgage company will not 
stop the foreclosure action. 
YOU MUST RESPOND BY 
SERVING A COPY OF THE 
ANSWER ON THE ATTOR-
NEY FOR THE PLAINTIFF 
(MORTGAGE COMPANY) 
AND FILING THE ANSWER 
WITH THE COURT. HELP FOR 
HOMEOWNERS IN FORECLO-
SURE; New York State law re-
quires that we send you this 
notice about the foreclosure 
process. Please read it care-
fully. SUMMONS AND COM-
PLAINT You are in danger 
of losing your home. If you 
fail to respond to the Sum-
mons and Complaint in this 
Foreclosure Action, you may 
lose your home. Please read 
the Summons and Com-
plaint carefully. You should 
immediately contact an at-
torney of your local legal 
aid office to obtain advice 
on how to protect yourself. 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
AND ASSISTANCE The State 
encourages you to become 
informed about your options 
in foreclosure. In addition to 
seeking assistance from an 
attorney or legal aid office, 
there are government agen-
cies and non-profit organiza-
tions that you may contact 
for information about possi-
ble options, including trying 
to work with your lender dur-
ing this process. To locate an 
entity near you, you may call 
the toll-free helpline main-
tained by the New York State 
Department of Financial Ser-
vices’ at 1-800-269-0990 
or visit the Department’s 
website at http://www.dfs.
ny.gov.  FORECLOSURE RES-
CUE SCAMS Be careful of 
people who approach you 
with offers to “save” your 
home. There are individu-
als who watch for notices 
of foreclosure actions in or-
der to unfairly profit from a 
homeowner’s distress. You 
should be extremely care-
ful about any such promises 
and any suggestions that 
you pay them a fee or sign 
over your deed. State law re-
quires anyone offering such 
services for profit to enter 
into a contract which fully de-
scribes the services they will 
perform and fees they will 
charge, and which prohibits 
them from taking any mon-
ey from you until they have 
completed all such promised 
services. We are attempting 
to collect a debt. Any infor-

mation obtained will be used 
for that purpose. The forego-
ing summons is served upon 
you by publication pursuant 
to an order of the Honor-
able John H. Rouse, J.S.C. 
dated September 11, 2020. 
The object of this action 
is to foreclose a mortgage 
and covering the premises 
known as 35 Pequot Lane, 
East Islip, NY 11730 locat-
ed at District 0500 Section 
373.00 Block 03.00 and Lot 
050.000  Dated: September 
21, 2020 Filed: September 
22, 2020 Greenspoon Mard-
er LLP, Attorney for Plaintiff, 
By: Raspreet Bhatia, Esq. 
590 Madison Avenue, Suite 
1800, New York, NY 10022 
(212) 524-5000  Please re-
spond to Cypress Creek of-
fice: Trade Centre South, 
100 W. Cypress Creek Road, 
Suite 700 Fort Lauderdale, 
FL 33309 (888) 491-1120
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NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING
ZONING BOARD 

OF APPEALS

NOTICE is hereby given that 
a Public Hearing will be held 
7:30 p.m., (prevailing time) 
on Tuesday the 13th day of 
October, 2020, at the Vin-
cent Bove Belle Terre Com-
munity Center, 55 Cliff Road, 
to consider the following ap-
plication for a variance from 
Village Codes. 

Applicant: 
Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel Vickers 
Location: 25 Cliffside Drive
Applicant requests relief 
from Section 170-10A which 
states no structure less than 
20 feet from a side lot line, 
for an existing tennis court.

A copy of the application is 
available for inspection by 
contacting the Village Of-
fice, during regular business 
hours.

BY ORDER OF 
DAVE McANANEY, Chairman
Zoning Board of Appeals
Inc.  Village of Belle Terre
Dated: October 1, 2020
Joanne Raso, 
Village Clerk-Treasurer
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NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

PORT JEFFERSON 
FIRE DISTRICT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that 
a Public Hearing will be 
held on October 20, 2020 at 
7:00 PM (prevailing time) on 
Zoom

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
5799553032?pwd=S2RmYlh
DZmFkQ1UyQmt2Y1ZFVDd1
QT09

Meeting ID: 579 955 3032
Passcode: budget2021

     The purpose of the Pub-
lic Hearing will be to permit 
public review of the pro-
posed Budget for the Port 
Jefferson Fire District for the 
calendar year 2021.

     PLEASE TAKE FURTHER 
NOTICE that a copy of the 
proposed budget  has   been
filed with the Town Clerk and 
is available for review and 
is also available for review 
at the Office of the Board of 
Fire Commissioners between 
the hours of 8 AM to 9 PM.

     PLEASE TAKE FURTHER 
NOTICE that time permit-
ting, a Special Meeting of the 
Board of Fire Commission-
ers will be held immediately 
following the conclusion of 
the public hearing for the 
purpose of adopting the final 
budget.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD 
OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
OF THE PORT JEFFERSON 
FIRE DISTRICT, Town of 
Brookhaven, County of Suf-
folk, New York.

Barbara Cassidy
District Secretary
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Incorporated Village 
of Port Jefferson 
88 North Country Rd. 
Port Jefferson, N.Y. 11777 
Ph. (631) 473-4744 
Fax (631) 473-2049 
www.portjeff.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Inc. Village of Port Jefferson 
Zoning Board

PURSUANT TO THE PROVI-
SIONS of Article XI, Section 
250-50 of the Code of Village 

LEGALS con’t from pg. 7

LEGALS To Place A Legal Notice 
Email: legals@tbrnewsmedia.com

of Port Jefferson, please take 
notice that the Zoning Board 
of Appeals of the Incorpo-
rated Village of Port Jefferson 
will hold a Public Hearing via 
ZOOM posted live  on Thurs-
day 10/22/20 at 7:30PM. (A 
pre-hearing work session will 
begin at 7:00PM)

Below is a link to watch a 
live video of the meeting and 
public hearing. Public com-
ments may be posted on the 
link during the public hear-
ing portion of the meeting at 
7:30PM. Public comment will 

be permitted during the public 
hearing portion of the meeting 
only. Please include your full 
name when commenting.
          www.portjeff.com/
virtualmeetings

727 PINE TREE COURT

Appeal No. #558-20 
Location: Off Jefferson 
Landing Circle
SCTM: Sec.14, Blk.2, Lot 2  
Zoning: RB-2 Residential
Property Owner: John and 
Jody Dennehy
Applicant: John and Jody 

Dennehy
Contact: Amy DeVito c/o 
Woodhull Expediting

Applicant requests an area 
variance to maintain an ex-
isting 8 ft. x 10 ft. shed lo-
cated 1.8 ft. from the eastern 
property line where Village 
code section 250-28A(1)(b) 
requires the minimum set-
back of an accessory struc-
ture to be 5 feet from the 
property line.

876 10/8 1x ptr

verely question if they are still coming when so 
much service is getting cut.

In the MTA’s July preliminary budget pre-
sentation, it stated that a reduction or delay in 
the 2020-24 capital program will have a limited 
impact on the operating budget because, for one, 
the MTA’s portion is back ended, having already 
been funded from several tax sources. Using 
those sources to fund the operating budget instead 
would “consume cash and reduce liquidity.”

Still, there has been talk of removing some 
parts of the capital plan. Newsday has reported 
the MTA has plans to put the $230 million north/
south link between the Ronkonkoma and Baby-
lon branches on pause.

There is no money in that capital plan for 
ort eff electrification either

The 2018 Port Jeff report by Horn notes that 
the Ronkonkoma line, once the LIRR expanded 
electrification fro  ic s ille to on on o a 
in 1987, jumped daily trips from 6,200 to 16,000 
by 2007, a result of people no longer taking the 
Port Jeff or Montauk branches to both north and 
south  ess local traffic also eant a decline in 
the economic vitality of Upper Port.

These new diesel trains are just another fac-
tor of what Horn calls “a real lack of planning.” 
He lamented why the MTA, or America in gen-
eral, doesn’t try to learn from countries with 

uch etter, faster and ore efficient train s s-
tems like South Korea or Japan.

The greatest need, however, has been the ad-
dition of a third rail for the Port Jeff line, some-
thing that has been trumpeted and sometimes 
praised to be coming soon. 

State Assemblyman Steve Englebright 
(D-Setauket) has long been a proponent of elec-
trification  s the chair of the sse l  en i-
ronmental conservation committee, he said he, 
along with his state Senate counterpart Todd 
Kaminsky (D-Rockville Centre), met with Phil 
Eng, the head of the LIRR, late last year to talk 
about these new trains. 

“Quite frankly, he was not able to give us any 
assurance he was going to do anything but plow 
ahead,” Englebright said. “That was a couple 
months before COVID crisis basically created a 
whole new set of distractions.”

New York State, in the 2019 Climate Leader-
ship and Community Protection Act, has set the 
lofty goal to limit statewide greenhouse gases to 
40% of 1990 levels by 2030, and 85% by 2050.

“It looks to me like LIRR is basically telling 
us that they are going to proceed as if exempt 
from CLCPA, which is outrageous,” the local 
assemblyman said. He added these trains could 
have a lifespan of 50 years.

In a letter sent to Englebright in March 2019, 
MTA president, Patrick Foye, said that the LIRR 
had been reviewing proposals for a $4 million 
stud  on ort eff electrification and other pro -
ects, and that it could be awarding a contract for 
the electrification stud  in earl  su er  
That study has not yet materialized and, with the 
MTA saying it has no updates, it’s likely it won’t 
any time soon.

PJ ELECTRIFICATION
Continued from A3
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