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If we are to keep using war terms to describe 
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, calling nurs-
es and doctors “soldiers” who are “on the front 
lines,” whose personal protective equipment are 
like “tools” or “weapons” in the fight against 
COVID-19, then the Emergency Medical service 
members, whether paid or volunteer, truly are the 
ones who make first contact with the enemy.

Though members of local EMS services said 
they don’t know exactly how to feel about that 
terminology. If anything, it’s the unknown of ev-
ery situation that makes the whole thought stick.

“Every patient is a risk,” said Daniel Ortiz, an 
EMS member of the Terryville Fire Department. 
“That’s where I guess they say it’s a war zone, be-
cause you don’t know what you’re walking into.”

EMS members from all over the North Shore 
have experienced a heavy time of stress during 
the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, though as 
the number of cases seems to have plateaued as 
New York enters the middle of April, these ser-
vice members, both paid and volunteer, are still 
asking people to continue their social distancing, 
as we’re not out of the woods yet.

The emergency service members said they 
have been wearing much more gear than normal, 
including masks, head coverings, face shields and 
eye protection. Every single call they go on is in 
this gear, since every case is now treated like a 
COVID-19 situation, despite what might have 
been said by the caller on the phone.

“We trained for this, and I can honestly say 
this is the first time in 10 years that I’ve seen any-
body suit up other than your annual refresher,” 
said Terryville member of the EMS squad An-
drew Hoyt.

While the Terryville Fire District only covers 
about eight square miles, the Commack Fire Dis-
trict covers nearly 15 square miles, dipping into 
both the Huntington and Smithtown townships. 

Joseph Vollers, the 3rd assistant chief of the 
Commack Fire Department, said they have 
dipped into neighboring districts to aid with calls, 
including into Brentwood, which has been a par-
ticular hotspot for coronavirus cases. With that, 
they have gone from one to two full crews with a 
driver and EMT available at all times. Terryville 

has effectively done the same, moving from one 
to two ambulances available.

“It’s a pretty big area we have to 
cover,” Vollers said.

Other fire districts increased the 
load and numbers of EMTs and 
paramedics on a shift. The extra hard part has 
been decontamination, as now after every call 
both the people on the truck and the truck itself 
have to be cleaned from top to bottom. 

If the job was stressful before, the understand-
ing that one might be potentially taking the virus 
home with them after each stress only adds to 
the level of concern. Most agreed they had never 
seen anything at this scale. While EMS members 
knew they had to be aware of contractible diseas-
es, such as tuberculosis, u, scabies or even bed 
bugs, the pandemic levels of how far the virus 
has spread, every single person is approached as 
if they have SARS-CoV-2. 

David Sterne, the Setauket Fire District Man-
ager, said there were five cases of COVID-19 in 
the department, with more staying home with 
suspected cases. Though as of now, four of those 
cases have returned to work. In Terryville, they’ve 
had two cases out of the 15 paid paramedic staff 
and 2  volunteer EMTs.

“It’s stressful for a lot of reasons,” Sterne said. 
“We’re in their environment where there could be 
infectious viral loads. If a patient is sick, it could 
be 10 or 1  minutes to take them to the hospital 
… everyone fears bringing it home to their fami-
lies and loved ones.”

Sterne added the district has had to make do 
with a lack of certain items, such as the covet-
ed N9  masks for their medical personnel. New 
policy has been these masks, which are normally 
only supposed to be used once and then thrown 
away, have been used multiple times. Setauket 
FD had been concerned at several points with 
limited supplies, but with support from Suffolk 
County, Sterne said they are now in a relatively 
good spot.

Now the districts have settled into the routine 
and have seen a small improvement in the num-
ber of calls from mid-to-late March, where the 
number of coronavirus deaths started to rise with 
startling speed. 

With suspected coronavirus patients, it wasn’t 
so much the usual dealing with people having in-
juries or back and abdominal pains, it was instead 
situations where a person might desperately need 
oxygen. While the numbers of people with heart 
attacks and other sudden traumas have stayed the 
same, EMT staff said people calling for respirato-
ry issues tripled in the month of March.

Other, more usual calls of non-life threatening 
injuries dropped off significantly. EMTs said this 
was largely because people did not want to go to 
the hospital where the possibility of viral infec-
tion was that much higher.

“I think there’s people afraid to go to the hos-
pital,” said Gina Brett, the Terryville EMS co-
ordinator. “They say, I don’t want to go to the 
hospital for knee pain, because I might get very 
sick at the hospital.’”

How EMS 
Members’ Jobs 
Have Changed 
Since the Start of 
the Pandemic

Terryville EMS members, including, from 
left, Lauren Maloney, Andrew Hoyt, Tom 
Fauteux, Daniel Ortiz, Jacob Parrish and 
Gina Brett. Photo by Kyle Barr 
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Working over 1 0 hours over the last two 
weeks, Paramedic Michael Buckley of Port 
Jefferson has been extremely busy provid-
ing dire medical attention to the North Shore 
community. During the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, Buckley has been a key member 
of the Port Jefferson Emergency Medical 
Services. Around the clock, Buckley has 
been caring for patients in Belle Terre, Port 
Jefferson and Mount Sinai. ike every Amer-
ican, he is looking forward for this nation to 
getting back to normal where he can go to the 
gym, see his friends and family, and go out to 
a nice dinner.

Even during the interview, Buckley was 
called twice for services to bring sick res-
idents to the Mather, St. Charles and Stony 
Brook University. It has been a trying period 
for our nation, but citizens like that of Buck-
ley demonstrate their compassion to help 
other through perhaps the worst viral this 
nation has endured in recent memory. He is 
one of 2 0,000 Emergency Medical Service 
workers that immediately answers every type 
of health-related call. This particular ambu-
latory company is located on Crystal Brook 
Hollow Road in Mount Sinai and it is one of 
the nearly 22,000 transport medical organi-
zations that answer an estimated 2 0 million 
calls made each year. During every type of 
weather condition, this ambulance company 
has tirelessly worked for the betterment of 
these local hamlets and villages.

This native of Port Jefferson completed 
his education at St. Anthony’s High School 
in Huntington. He enjoyed playing foot-
ball, excelling at his grades, and continuing 
the strong tradition of family members that 

worked and went to this school.  As a young 
man, Buckley was an Emergency Medical 
Technician who worked closely with ambu-
lance crews. After graduating in 200 , Buck-
ley was accepted to St. Johns University in 
Jamaica, ueens. During his college years, 
he majored in business management and was 
accepted into the Officer Candid School for 
the military at his college.   

After earning his degree in 2012, Buckley 
enlisted into the U.S. Army in 2013 where 
he completed his Basic Training and Officer 
Candid School at Fort Benning, eorgia. He 
was later ordered to Fort Sill, Oklahoma and 
was later commissioned as a field artillery of-
ficer before being transferred to Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina. He was assigned to the field 
artillery for the combat renown 82nd Air-
borne Division.  With this elite unit, Buckley 
earned his wings and eventually made thir-
teen training jumps. Currently, he is a cap-
tain at reserve military base in Farmingdale, 
where he assists the enlistment of former 
officers through the Army Reserve Career 
Division.

This extensive military training has 
prepared Buckley for the rigors of being on 
the front lines of dealing with COVID-19. 
Every day, he is covered from head to toe with 
protective gear, including a N95 face mask 
and shield, gloves, goggles and a protective 
gown. As he still handles every type of 
medical call, Buckley responds to numerous 
suspected Covid-19 emergencies that bring 
people to the three major local hospitals. With 
twenty words or less, the ambulances quickly 
communicate with emergency rooms to 
inform them of the severity of the call. While 
Buckley does not know the name of every 

Port Jeff EMS Working Long 
and Hard During Pandemic
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The loan wouldn’t have to be repaid, though. 
Nationally, businesses have told outlets like 
The New York Times that such funding has 
all but dried up.

Luciano said he has received an email 
saying his PPP loan was approved and to 
expect paperwork in the next five business 
days. However, he added he has heard 
nothing about his disaster loan application, 
and his accountant told him he “did not 
expect anyone to see that money.”

In a conference call with businesses March 
2 , before the final bill was signed, U.S. Rep. 

ee eldin R-N 1  held a conference call 
with local businesses along with the Long 
Island branch manager of the Small Business 
Administration Robert Piechota. Piechota 
said at the time while the bill had yet to be 
signed, in normal times such loans would 
take around 21 days for the application to be 

processed, and another five for the money to 
be released. 

“In good times you’re looking at a month,” 
he said.

Jennifer Dzvonar, the owner of Bass 
Electric in Port Jefferson Station and president 
of the Port Jefferson Station/Terryville 
Chamber of Commerce, said there is much 
misinformation out there on the internet, and 
the best choice for anyone looking to get the 
loan is togo to the SBA website.

Despite not yet hearing of a single business 
that has yet received any funds from the 
loans, Charlie Lefkowitz, the president of the 
Three Village Chamber of Commerce, said 
there has been a general effort on all levels, 
whether its regional government down to the 
community level, to help these businesses in 
their time of need.

“This is very different from 2008 — 
now you see banks and borrowers working 
together,” he said. “This is unprecedented, 
and across our community … you’re seeing 
cooperation on all levels.”

SMALL BIZ LOANS
Continued from A5

Obituaries
Theora Ryon

It is with great sadness that 
we announce the passing of 
Theora Newcomb Ryon on 
April 11. She was 9 .

Theora was born March 
10, 192 , next to the ferry 
dock in Port Jefferson in 
a building that housed the 
family automotive business, 
Newcomb Brothers arage.

As a little girl she had a front row seat 
to all the activities centered around the ferry 
and Port Jefferson. From dolphins swimming 
up to their back door, to hurricanes and 
nor’easters that pounded waves into the 
back wall of the building. She would write 
about those big and small events later in her 
years as short stories and poems.

At the age of 5, she contracted polio 
which rendered her paralyzed for a year until 
she received water therapy treatments by her 
cousin, a nurse at West Meadow Beach.

ears later she met Henry Ryon, a 
schoolteacher at Port Jefferson High School. 

They married in 19  and raised 
their two sons, Chris and Tom, 
in a home they built in Poquott.

Always a kindhearted and 
friendly person, she was always 
known to go out of her way to 
help people.

As a longtime member of 
the First Presbyterian Church 
of Port Jefferson, she was 
a founding member of the 

Welcome Inn Soup itchen now known as 
Welcome Friends Soup itchen, as well 
as being instrumental in the Victorian Tea 
during the annual Charles Dickens Festival.

Theora is survived by her husband of 62 
years, Henry S. Ryon; her two sons Christopher 

arin  and Thomas Ikuko ; her brother James 
Newcomb; her three granddaughters innea 
Bryan , Emma ach  and Anna Sam ; along 

with her great-granddaughter iki. 
In lieu of owers, the family is asking 

for donations to be made in her honor to one 
of her dearest charities, Welcome Friends 
Soup itchen and/or Planned Parenthood. 
Memorial services are forthcoming.

Tessie Gladysz Mazik
Tessie ladysz Mazik, affectionately 

known by many, both personally and 
professionally, as “T M,” passed away April 
3. She was 9 .  

Tessie led an active and ambitious life. In 
high school, she belonged to many clubs and 
activities. raduating with the Class of 19 , 
her high school yearbook motto read, “It is 
good to live and learn” which became her life 
motto as well. After graduation, she began a 
successful career in banking, achieving the 
position of manager with Marine Midland 
Bank and HSBC. During that time, she was 
very active in the National Association of 
Bank Women, serving as president and being 
actively involved in their fundraisers. 

Tessie’s retirement enabled her to follow 

her ambitions of crafting, painting and 
gardening. Enjoying plays and concerts also 
were her passions. Her activity in the Polish 
American Club of Terryville and the Terryville 
Senior Citizens Club, holding positions on the 
board for a number of years, kept her involved 
with the community.

She very much enjoyed spending time with 
her family of many nieces and nephews along 
with their children and her great nieces and 
nephews. This vibrant and colorful woman 
will be missed by many.

Tessie, the fifth child of Steven and Tekla 
ladysz, is survived by her younger sister 

Anna Lepore of Terryville. Her brothers John, 
Joseph, Stephen, Max and Theodore preceded 
her in death as did her husband Alex.

A private interment was held at St. James 
R.C. Churchyard Cemetery in E. Setauket.

Port Jefferson EMS team has been on the front lines of the pandemic since its start. The team covers the Mount 
Sinai, Port Jefferson and Belle Terre communities. Photo from Michael Buckley 

District officials said that despite the load, 
they’ve managed.

“Overall it hasn’t been exceedingly stress-
ful where we can’t function,” Vollers said. “Our 
crews have been amazing at overcoming all 
stresses, with 23  calls back-to-back, they’ve 
done a great job.”

Despite the stress, the service members 
agreed their communities have been excellent 
in their care and even compassion. The Com-
mack Fire Department, for example, recently 
held a drive where community members do-

nated over 500 items, both nonperishable food 
and medical supplies. 

Otherwise, EMTs said the best thing for peo-
ple to do is continue social distancing to help at-
ten the curve. Another suggestion is after calling 
911, people should meet the EMTs and paramed-
ics outside the home in order to best reduce first 
responders’ interaction with anything that may be 
contaminated. 

“It is an incredibly long time to have that level 
of awareness and vigilance,” said paramedic Dr. 
Lauren Moloney, an associate medical director 
for the Stony Brook University paramedic pro-
gram. “ od knows how long it’s going to go on 
for. That’s the hardest thing  trying to find what 
is your date you’re trying to get through.”

CORONA AND EMS
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medical professional in these sick bays, he is 
always amazed at their unyielding devotion to 
help other during this crisis.

Chief Rob Stoessel is an executive director 
of this ambulance service and he is extremely 
proud in how hard his crews are working during 
this crisis. As he believes that there are less 
cardiac and respiratory calls, the COVID-19 
cases are hampering the process of bringing 
patients to the hospital. With these crews 
wearing extensive protective clothing and 
constantly cleaning their vehicles, equipment 
and themselves after every call, it has been 
a daily challenge to carry out their tasks. In 
order to protect these men and women, they 
can take showers and wear clean clothing 
before they drive home in their own cars. The 
Port Jeff EMS has increased its mobile eet to 
five ambulances and three emergency service 
vehicles that are operating during all hours of 
every day. Stoessel said he wanted to thank 
his EMTs who were students at Stony Brook 
University. For a time, many of these student-
volunteers were without housing, but they 

have shown an extreme amount of comradery 
to support the operations of the ambulance 
company.  Currently, some of these volunteers 
are staying at Danford’s Hotel in Port Jefferson.   

Buckley said he believes that the “social 
distancing” has been working, but people still 
need to stay home and away from each other. 
Driving numerous hours through our local 
towns, Buckley has seen a tremendous growth 
in the use of face masks and gloves. From his 
own observations, he sees the importance of 
listening to ov. Andrew Cuomo and following 
the guidelines issued by the Center by the U.S. 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention.  

Even as Buckley has been working 
through this daunting physical and mental 
schedule, he has been enrolled at the 
Farmingdale State College. He is using 
his Montgomery I Bill to complete the 
necessary prerequisites to be accepted by 
a future medical school. With a wealth 
of military and health background, he 
is determined to help future citizens in 
becoming an emergency room doctor. 
Stoessel said he has been highly impressed 
by the skills and dedication of Buckley and 
he believes that this paramedic “represents 
all that is good with this country.” 
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